
MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
East Lansing, June 14, 2017 

 
Members Present: Staff Members Present: 
 
 Scott Grimes, Grand Haven  Tom Rashid 
 Fred Smith, Benton Harbor  Jack Roberts (Recorder) 
 Vic Michaels, Detroit   
 Kris Isom, Adrian 
 Courtney Hawkins, Mt. Morris 
 
 
 Executive Committee Authority and Responsibility – The Executive Committee reviewed its au-
thority under Article VII of the MHSAA Constitution and specifically its responsibility to consider each 
application for waiver of an eligibility requirement on its individual merits, determining if the regulation 
serves the purpose for which it was intended in each case or if the regulation works an undue hardship 
on any student who is the subject of a request for waiver. (These underlying criteria may not be restated 
for every subject of these minutes.) 
 
 The Executive Committee was reminded that it was the responsibility of each member school 
involved to provide sufficient information about the specific request for the Executive Committee to 
reach a decision without further investigation. If information is incomplete, contradictory or otherwise 
unclear or has been received too late to be studied completely, the Executive Committee may deny the 
request for waiver or delay action. Such requests may be resubmitted to the Executive Committee with 
additional information at a subsequent meeting or appealed to the full Representative Council.   
 
 It is possible that some of the information presented as facts to the Executive Committee by school 
personnel and others may be inaccurate. However, to avoid constant repetition in this report of phrases 
such as “it was alleged” or “it was reported,” no attempt is made in the introduction of each waiver 
request to distinguish between truth, allegation, hearsay, opinion, summary or conclusion. If any infor-
mation provided to the Executive Committee is inaccurate, any decision of the Executive Committee to 
grant waiver of a regulation shall be null and void. 
 
 The Executive Committee is not authorized to approve waiver based on alleged or actual differ-
ences between schools based on “environment,” demographics, curriculum or extracurricular offerings. 
A determination of undue hardship is a matter addressed to the discretion of the Executive Committee 
within the educational philosophy and secondary role of voluntary extracurricular competitive athletics 
in the academic environment. The Executive Committee will avoid making exceptions that would create 
precedent that effectively changes a rule without Representative Council action or local board of edu-
cation adoption, which would exceed Executive Committee authority. The contract the MHSAA has 
with member schools obligates the MHSAA to not change rules during the school year.   
 
 Students for whom waiver of a particular regulation is approved must be eligible in all other re-
spects under all sections and interpretations of the regulations prior to their participation.   
 
 Adoption of these regulations, as well as policies, procedures and schedules of MHSAA tour-
naments, is a choice schools make locally when they consider their option of MHSAA membership. 
Consistent with rulings of the Attorney General and Michigan Supreme Court, schools are not bound 
by the decisions of the Executive Committee, but the association may limit participation in the 
postseason tournaments it sponsors to those schools which choose to apply rules and penalties as 
promulgated by the MHSAA and adopted by each member school’s board of education. The MHSAA 
exercises no independent authority over schools or students. 
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 Clawson and Rochester Hills-Lutheran Northwest High Schools (Regulation I, Section 1[D]) – The 
Executive Committee approved a cooperative program in boys tennis (varsity team) between these two 
schools whose combined 2017-18 enrollment of 918 students will place a new team in the Division 3 
tournament. Clawson sponsored boys tennis previously and will be the primary school. Support from 
the Macomb Area Conference was received.   
 
 Madison Heights-Bishop Foley and Bloomfield Hills-Academy of the Sacred Heart High Schools 
(Regulation I, Section 1[D]) – The Executive Committee waived the April 15 fall sports deadline and 
approved a cooperative program in girls swimming & diving between these two schools. The combined 
enrollment of 596 students will continue placement of a team in the Division 3 tournament. Bishop Foley 
and Sterling Heights-Parkway Christian were previously in a cooperative program, which has dissolved. 
Bishop Foley will be the primary school. Support from the Catholic High School League was submitted. 
 
 Muskegon-Mona Shores, Muskegon—Reeths-Puffer, North Muskegon, Muskegon Catholic Cen-
tral and Muskegon-Western Michigan Christian High Schools (Regulation I, Section 1[F]) – The Exec-
utive Committee approved the addition of Western Michigan Christian to a cooperative program in boys 
and girls swimming & diving which existed previously with the other four schools and Montague. Mon-
tague has withdrawn from the agreement. The combined 2017-18 enrollment of 3,172 students will 
continue placement of a team in the Division 1 tournaments. Mona Shores will be the primary school. 
Support from the OK Conference was submitted. A corresponding middle school application was also 
submitted.  
 
 Parma-Western and Hanover-Horton High Schools (Regulation I, Section 1[F]) – The Executive 
Committee approved a cooperative program in girls gymnastics between these two schools whose 
combined 2017-18 enrollment of 1,222 students will continue placement of one team in the Gymnastics 
Tournament. Both schools sponsored the sport previously. Parma-Western will be the primary school. 
Support from the South Central Gymnastics League was submitted. 
 
 Saginaw-Nouvel Catholic Central and Bay City-All Saints Central High Schools (Regulation I, 
Section 1[D]) – The Executive Committee waived the April 15 fall sports deadline and approved the 
addition of boys soccer to a cooperative agreement which exists between these two schools in boys 
tennis. The combined enrollment of 305 students will continue placement of one team in the Division 4 
tournament. Nouvel sponsored boys soccer previously and will be the primary school. Support from 
five future opponents was submitted.  
 
 Saginaw and Saginaw Arts and Sciences Academy High Schools (Regulation I, Section 1[D]) – 
The Executive Committee waived the April 15 fall sports deadline and approved a cooperative program 
in boys and girls cross country, baseball and girls softball between these two schools. The combined 
enrollment of 797 students will place one team in the Division 2 cross country, baseball and girls softball 
tournaments. Both schools sponsored cross-country previously; Saginaw sponsored baseball and soft-
ball and will be the primary school for all programs. Support from the Saginaw Valley Conference was 
submitted.   
 
 St. Joseph-Lake Michigan Catholic and Watervliet-Grace Christian High Schools (Regulation I, 
Section 1[D]) – The Executive Committee waived the April 15 fall sports deadline and approved the 
addition of boys and girls cross country to a cooperative agreement which exists between these two 
schools in girls softball. The combined enrollment of 118 students will continue placement of a team in 
the Division 4 tournament. Lake Michigan Catholic sponsored cross country previously and will be the 
primary school. Support from 11 member schools was submitted.   
 
 Adrian High School (Regulation I, Section 9[D]) – A request to waive the transfer regulation to 
permit eligibility after 90 scheduled school days of enrollment was made on behalf of a 12th-grade stu-
dent (2017-18) who previously attended Sand Creek and enrolled at Adrian on March 13, 2017. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver following the student’s 90th scheduled 
school day of enrollment at Adrian High School beginning March 13, 2017. 
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 Auburn Hills-Avondale High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer 
regulation was made on behalf of an incoming 10th-grade student whose mother had legal issues and 
whose father received custody after the mother attempted to remove siblings from their elementary 
school. The student is one of seven siblings, attended Avondale Middle School and the 9th grade at 
Avondale High School where he played football. The father home-schooled the student and other sib-
lings in the winter of 2017 as he was preparing to return to his extended family in Texas with the chil-
dren. The mother then obtained a court order preventing them from relocating. The mother’s wherea-
bouts are unknown and a personal protection order was issued preventing her from contact with the 
children. The student intends to reenroll at Avondale to begin the 2017-18 school year. Avondale an-
ticipates a satisfactory previous semester record for the second semester of 2016-17. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Birmingham-The Roeper School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer regu-
lation and the elements of a full and complete residential change was made on behalf of an incoming 
11th-grade student whose parents retired and moved to Florida for the student’s 10th grade in 2016-17. 
The student attended Roeper through the 9th grade. The school in Florida was not a good fit and the 
family has rented an apartment near Roeper. The family intends to keep the Florida home for retirement 
after the student graduates. The student did not play sports in Florida and will be reenrolling at Roeper 
to begin the 2017-18 school year. Roeper is not the closest nonpublic school to the residence in Mich-
igan, but it is the former school.   
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Dearborn Heights-Annapolis High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the trans-
fer regulation and specifically Interpretation 62 (public school of residence) was made on behalf of an 
incoming 11th-grade student who is moving between divorced parents from his mother in Tennessee to 
his father’s residence in Romulus. The student had attended Annapolis previously in the 9th grade while 
living with his father who took a job in Arizona and has now returned to Michigan. The student moved 
to Tennessee to live with his mother in the 10th grade. An otherwise completed Educational Transfer 
Form is forthcoming. The request was for eligibility at the former school but not the school of residence.  
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Detroit-Pershing High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer regulation 
was made on behalf of an incoming 12th-grade student who lived with his grandmother and mother and 
attended Pershing for the 11th grade in 2016-17. The mother recently moved to Sterling Heights and 
the student attended Sterling Heights-Henry Ford II for nine school days from May 2-12, 2017. The 
student did not participate in athletics at Henry Ford II and reenrolled at Pershing on May 15, 2017. 
The student attended Beverly Hills-Detroit Country Day for the 9th and 10th grades before his mother 
moved to Detroit and he enrolled at Pershing. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Gwinn High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer regulation was 
made on behalf of an incoming 11th-grade student whose younger sister died in September 2015 as a 
result of injuries from an accident in the Gwinn gymnasium when the student was a freshman. Because 
the student struggled with the death of his younger sister (one of three triplets), the student transferred 
to Marquette High School for the 10th grade in 2016-17. On Aug. 24, 2016, the Executive Committee 
approved a waiver of the transfer rule for this student. The student was unhappy and unable to develop 
relationships at Marquette, and intends to reenroll at Gwinn to begin the 2017-18 school year. The 
family is hopeful that the year away from the scene of the death and continuing counseling will allow 
for a better experience at Gwinn. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver.  
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 Hudsonville High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer regulation was 
made on behalf of a 10th-grade student who experienced social media harassment/bullying while a 
student at Grand Rapids-South Christian High School. 
 
 The Executive Committee did not approve the request for waiver. 
 
 Manton High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer regulation was 
made on behalf of an incoming 12th-grade student who has had an unstable home life while living with 
his father and attending Walled Lake Northern since April of the 9th grade in 2014-15. The student’s 
mother died when he was seven years old and the student began living with his father in Florida. The 
father has moved the student several times in his life. The student sought to change custody from his 
father years ago but was not permitted by the courts. In February 2015, temporary guardianship was 
granted to a family in Manton, hoping the father would change destructive behaviors, which did not 
occur. The day after the temporary order expired in March 2015, the father relocated the student to 
Milford to reside with the father and his girlfriend. As a 17 year old, the student plans to emancipate 
himself and return to Manton to live with the family that once had guardianship and with whom the 
student had stayed many days when attending Manton. The student attended Manton Schools from 5th 
grade through most of 9th grade.  
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Remus-Chippewa Hills High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer 
regulation was made on behalf of an incoming 11th-grade student whose parents’ divorce became final 
in February 2017. The student attended Chippewa Hills for the 9th grade and fall of the 10th grade in 
2016-17. Due to custody issues, in October 2016, the student moved to her father’s residence in Wyo-
ming-Godwin Heights. Within the month, the student moved into her mother’s home in Evart and en-
rolled at Big Rapids. The mother had lost her home in the Chippewa Hills School District. The student, 
still living with her mother in Evart for most of 2016-17, will be reenrolling at Chippewa Hills to begin 
the 2017-18 school year. There were unsuccessful attempts to enroll at Chippewa Hills within a brief 
number of days from the fourth Friday of February 2017.   
 
 The Executive Committee did not approve the request for waiver. 
 
 St. Louis High School (Regulation I, Section 9[D]) – A request to waive the transfer regulation to 
permit eligibility after 90 scheduled school days of enrollment was made on behalf of an incoming 10th-
grade student who previously attended school in Pennsylvania and enrolled at St. Louis on March 8, 
2017. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver following the student’s 90th scheduled 
school day of enrollment at St. Louis High School beginning March 8, 2017. 
 
 Sparta High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer regulation was 
made on behalf of an incoming 11th-grade student who enrolled at Comstock Park to begin the 10th 
grade because her family was intending to buy a home there. The student did not participate in girls 
competitive cheer in the first semester of 2016-17 due to the transfer rule and did not participate later 
in the school year due to positions being set on the team. Unable to find a home in Comstock Park, the 
family moved into another home but within the Sparta School District. The student’s only sport is com-
petitive cheer. The student attended Sparta as a 9th-grader and will be reenrolling to begin the 2017-18 
school year. 
 
 The Executive Committee did not approve the request for waiver. 
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 Traverse City Central High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer 
regulation was made on behalf of an incoming 12th-grade student whose mother took a job in Traverse 
City in January 2017, moved with his mother into the Central attendance area and enrolled on April 16, 
2017. The move is not full and complete as the older brother remained in Midland with his grandparents 
to graduate this spring from Midland High School. The lease on the former residence in Midland was 
terminated. The mother and two sons constitute the family unit. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Traverse City Central High School (Regulation I, Section 9) – A request to waive the transfer 
regulation was made on behalf of 12th- and 10th-grade brothers (2017-18) whose father was laid off 
from his job in January 2017 and found a new position in Traverse City. The family previously lived in 
Romeo, have their home listed for sale and are in the process of renting a home in the Traverse City 
Central attendance area. The student’s mother works in Romeo, is on long-term disability and may or 
may not return to work. It is possible that the mother will not be able to relocate with the family and, if 
this is the case, she will live with her parents in the Romeo School District until May 2018.   
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver. 
 
 Approved International Student Programs (AISP) – Exception 4 of Regulation I, Section 9(A) al-
lows immediate eligibility for one academic year for an otherwise eligible international student on either 
a J-1 or F-1 visa who is placed in a residence in a public high school district or school service area 
through an MHSAA Approved International Student Program. Pursuant to Interpretation 83, the Exec-
utive Committee reviewed CSIET J-1 and F-1 inbound student programs as well as all member school-
operated international student programs and determined that the following are MHSAA approved for 
the 2017-18 school year: 
 
 CSIET F-1 Inbound Listed Programs (See Appendix A) 
 CSIET J-1 Inbound Listed Programs (See Appendix B) 
 
 MHSAA Member School Programs: 
 

• Bloomfield Hills-Brother Rice High School – Maximum of five (5) international students 
(total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level interscholastic teams 
during the 2017-18 academic year. 

 
• Clarkston-Everest Collegiate High School (through Oak International Academies) – Maxi-

mum of five (5) international students (total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate 
on varsity level interscholastic teams during the 2017-18 academic year. 

 
• Grand Rapids-NorthPointe Christian High School – Maximum of five (5) international stu-

dents (total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level interscholastic 
teams during the 2017-18 academic year. 

 
• Grosse Pointe Woods-University Liggett School – Maximum of five (5) international stu-

dents (total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level interscholastic 
teams during the 2017-18 academic year. 

 
• Jenison High School (Jenison International Academy) – Maximum of fifteen (15) interna-

tional students (total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level inter-
scholastic teams during the 2017-18 academic year. 

 
• Muskegon-Western Michigan Christian High School – Maximum of five (5) international 

students (total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level interscho-
lastic teams during the 2018-19 academic year. 
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• St. Joseph-Michigan Lutheran High School – Maximum of five (5) international students 

(total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level interscholastic teams 
during the 2017-18 academic year. 

 
• Traverse City Central and West High Schools – Maximum of twenty-nine (29) international 

students (total of J-1 and F-1 visa students) allowed to participate on varsity level interscho-
lastic teams during the 2017-18 academic year. Note: The 29 students would be allocated as 
1% of total enrollment – a maximum of 13 students at Central High School (1,345 enrollment) 
and a maximum of 16 at West High School (1,582 enrollment). 

 
 Subvarsity Waiver Requests Meeting All Conditions of Section 9(B) – The Executive Committee 
approved immediate eligibility at the subvarsity level for the following transferring 9th- or 10th-grade 
students (after entering 9th grade, before completing 10th grade) who have not previously partici-
pated in an interscholastic scrimmage or contest in any MHSAA sport at the high school level 
(whether MHSAA member schools or not) and who do not qualify for one of the 15 stated exceptions 
to the transfer regulation and have transferred for reasons having nothing to do with athletics, discipline 
or family finances and would not require Executive Committee evaluation or comparison of school de-
mographics or curriculum: 
  

Requesting 
High School 

Grade Former High School Date of  
Enrollment 

Length of  
Subvarsity  

Eligibility Status 
Akron-Fairgrove 10 Michigan Virtual Academy April 3, 2017 Jan. 15, 2018 
Rockford 10 Home School Aug. 2017 Jan. 15, 2018 

 
 Midland-Dow High School (Regulation II, Section 11[H]) – Pursuant to Interpretation 241, a re-
quest to waive the four-player rule for the 2017-18 school year was made on behalf of a retired teacher 
who is the boys head coach and girls assistant swimming & diving coach and also the girls head coach 
of the Kronos Aquatics Club. The Kronos Aquatics Club is open to the general public ages 15-21. For 
2017-18, there are 35 registered swimmers, the majority of which are from Midland and Dow High 
Schools. It is anticipated that the program will double in size and will be open to 8th-grade student from 
area middle schools. Students from Auburn, Bay City, Freeland and Saginaw are also anticipated. A 
similar request has been granted to the boys head coach from Dow for this same club program each 
year since 2014-15. 
 
 The Executive Committee approved the request for waiver for this coach for the 2017-18 school 
year. 
 
 Muskegon-Mona Shores, Muskegon—Reeths-Puffer, North Muskegon, Muskegon-Catholic Cen-
tral and Muskegon-Western Michigan Christian High Schools (Regulation III, Section 1[D]) – The Ex-
ecutive Committee approved the addition of Western Michigan Christian to a cooperative program in 
boys and girls swimming & diving which existed previously among the other four member middle 
schools and Montague-NBC. NBC Middle School is withdrawing from the agreement. A corresponding 
high school application was also submitted. Participation will be among 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade students.  
 
 Waterford Mott High School (Regulation V, Section 4) - On Aug. 3, 2016, the Executive Committee 
did not approve a request to modify the executive director’s penalty for a violation of undue influence 
on the part of the head football coach, that he not be allowed to coach in any MHSAA tournament in 
any sport through the 2017-18 school year. This was in addition to the school’s action to prohibit the 
presence of the head coach at the first preseason scrimmage and first two football games of 2016. The 
school submitted a rationale, asking for reconsideration of the second year playoff prohibition. The 
school’s athletic director and head football coach spoke with the committee. 
 
 The Executive Committee did not approve the request to rescind the second and final year of 
what could have been a four-year penalty under the undue influence rule that the Representative Coun-
cil saw the need to strengthen beginning with the 2014-15 school year. 
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 Harbor Springs High School (Enrollment Declaration Form) – A request was made to adjust the 
2017-18 Enrollment Declaration Form downward from 306 students to 289 students. Twenty-four stu-
dents who attend the school alternative education program were counted but only seven of those stu-
dents reside in the Harbor Springs attendance area.  
 
 The Executive Committee did not approve the request for waiver. 
  
 Transfer Rule Review – Pursuant to the informal request of the Representative Council at its May 
meeting, the Executive Committee reviewed and approved a process and schedule for reviewing the 
MHSAA Transfer Regulation. 

 
 MHSAA Multimedia Regulations – The Executive Committee approved the 2017-18 Multimedia 
Regulations. 
 
 Next Meetings – The next meetings of the Executive Committee are scheduled for Wednesday, 
Aug. 2, 2017, at 9 am in East Lansing; Wednesday, Aug. 23, 2017, at 9 am in East Lansing (all mem-
bers onsite); Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2017, at 9 am in East Lansing; Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2017, at 9 am in 
East Lansing; Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2017, at 9 am in East Lansing; and Thursday, Nov. 30, 2017, at 
1:30 pm in East Lansing (Representative Council meets next day). 
 
 






