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Athletic Participation At MHSAA Schools Hits All-Time High — AGAIN!

EAST LANSING, Mich. — July 19 — Paticipation in high school sportstook placein record
numbers again during the 2000-01 schodl year & Michigan High Schoal Athletic Assodiation member
schools across the Sate.

Therewas atotd of 287, 036 participants in sportsin which the Assodiation Soonsors post-season
tournaments during the past schoal yeer, topping last year’ smark of 282,426. Among the participants, a
record 119,586 girls participants took part, up from 118,292 |ast year. Thetotals count once for each
sport in which an athlete participates, meaning sudents who are multiple-gport athletes are counted more
than once. The participation figures for girls are up 14 percent Snce the 1994-95 school year. Boys
are up eight percent over the sametime period.

Valeybdl continuesto be the most popular port for girls, with arecord 21,572 participantsin
2000-01, up from 19,547 in 1994-95. Other girls sports hitting ther dl-time highsin participation last
year were competitive cheer, golf, soccer, and tennis

The mogt popular boys sport continues to be foatbal, with lagt year' s 44,043 participants an dl-
timehigh. Other boys sports hitting new participation highs last year were ice hockey, soceer, tennis,
track and fidd, and wrestling.

The paticipation figures are gathered annualy from MHSAA member schodls to submit to the
Nationd Federaion of State High School Associaions for compiling its netiond participation survey.

The results of the survey from 1990-00 may be viewed on the NFHS Web Site— www.nfhs.org.

Thefallowing chart are participation figures for the 2000-01 schodl year from MHSAA member
schoalsin sports in which the Assodiation S00nsors a post-season tournament:

(more)



2-2-2 —2000-01 Sports Participation Figures

<pre>
Boys Girls
Sport Schools Participants Schools Participants
Baseball 625 19,351
Basketball 716 24,036 692 20,379/*1
Competitive Cheer 148 3,474
Cross Country 568 7,428 531 6,287/* 32
Football 607 44,043 *29
Golf 558 8,321 292 3,664/* 74
Gymnadtics 90 1,163
Ice Hockey 168 3,159 *12
iing — Alpine 89 1,174 83 806/* 6
Soccer 399 13,441 349 12,191/*133
Softbal —Fast Pitch 579 16,377
Swimming & 227 4,149 245 6,428/* 24
Diving
Temis 337 7,875 341 9,008/*101
Track & Fied- 643 22,372 623 17,660/*12
Outdoor
Volleybdl 689 21,572
Wrestling 455 12,101 *153
* |ndicates the number of girls participating on boys teams.
</pre>

The MHSAA isaprivate, not-for-profit corporation of voluntary membership by over 1,300
public and private senior high schodls and junior highymiddle schools which exigis to develop common
rulesfor ahletic digibility and competition. No government funds or tax dallars support the MHSAA,
which was the first such assodation nationdly to not acoept membership dues or tournament entry fees
from schools Member schools which enforce these rules are permitted to particdipatein MHSAA
tournaments, which atract goproximatdy 1.6 million spectators each year.
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Farm Bureau Insurance and Little Caesars Pizza are year-round MHSAA Corporate Partners



